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sum mate vigour, subtlety, perfidy, and hypocrisy. In a
great assembly of bishops, abbots, monks, and clergy, as
well as of the people, at Nordhausen, he appeared
without the dress or ensigns of royalty, and refused to
ascend the throne; but while he declared himself ready
to confirm all the old laws and usages of the realm, he
dared to pray with profuse tears for the conversion of
his lather, protested that he had not revolted against
him with any view to the succession or with any design
to depose him; that on the instant of his reconciliation
with the Pope he would submit in dutiful fidelity. The
simple multitude were deluded by his tears; the
assembly broke out into an unanimous shout of appro-
bation ; the Kyrie Elieson was sung by priests and
people with accordant earnestness.

The tragedy was hastening towards its close. In
every quarter the Emperor found lukewarmness, trea-
chery, and desertion. Prelates who had basked in his
favour were suddenly convinced of their sin in commu-
nicating with an interdicted man, and withdrew from
the court. The hostile armies were in presence not far
from Eatisbon; the leaders were seized with an un-
wonted respect for human life, and with dread of the
horrors of civil war. The army of the son retired, but
remained unbroken, that of the father melted away and
dispersed. He was obliged to take refuge in Mentz.
Once before, young Henry had moved towards Mentz to
reinstate the expelled Archbishop Euthard, the man
accused of the plunder and even of the massacre of the
Jews. Thence he had retired, being unable to cross the
Khine; now, however, he effected his passage with little
difficulty, having bribed the officer commanding in
Spires. Before Mentz the son coldly rejected all pro-
positions from his father to divide the Empire, and to